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It’s not important who does the planting, or
who does the watering. What’s important is
that God makes the seed grow.
~ 1 Corinthians 3:7

CELEBRATING OUR 5 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY IN 2021
In March we were able to Celebrate our 5-year
Anniversary by getting together for a picture at
the beautiful Mural in Hickory, North Carolina.
We are so grateful and humbled by all the support
that has been shown during our start in 2016, said
Founder and President Marcus Miller.
May we continue to provide fresh vegetables to the
community for the next 5+ years.

Michele Long VP and Co-founder
Joe and I have been blessed
to be a part of this wonderful
organization since its
inception in 2016. Happy 5th
Birthday to Hickory Greenway
Harvest. You’ve been a
blessing to the Catawba
County community!
(Joe is the guy in front!)

JUNIOR GARDENING
EXPLORERS LAUNCHED
Hickory Greenway Harvest’s Educational
Outreach is going Virtual. Our mission is to
instill a love of gardening and a taste for
healthy fruits and vegetables.
We are developing a Virtual Academy
with FREE Courses, A Series of FREE
Instructional Videos, and A Series of
Educational Workbooks for Purchase.
To purchase the books go to:
https://www.juniorgardeningexplorers.com


SERVICE LEAGUE

Renee Abernethy-Miller and Michele Long

The Service League of Hickory is pleased to present a check for $1,500 to Hickory Greenway
Harvest. This donation will fund the cost of the unique workbooks Michele Long authored to
teach gardening skills to young students.
The Service League Board is delighted to support your mission of instilling a new generation
with the knowledge of how to grow their own food and the necessity for doing so.
Congratulations!
Frances Stafford Co-President
Betti Kirkman Co-President

HGH ABERNETHY FARM
Marcus and Renee planted 7 rows of potatoes this year. We look forward to when we can
harvest the field for the Hickory Soup Kitchen. Thanks Joe Long for maintaining the farm.

SALT BLOCK GARDEN BEDS
In March our group of Volunteers and Board Members helped plant the Garden Beds.
Plants had to be covered several times in April because of low freezing temps.
Kudos to Michael Willard, his family and new volunteers in keeping the garden going!

SAFE HARBOR
We helped get new dirt in the beds for
Safe Harbor. We purchased plenty of
plants for the garden. Charles Durrett,
Safe Harbor’s full-time volunteer
manages the Garden Beds. Thanks for
your support and service!
Go to Link to learn more about Charles.
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/2021nationalvolunteerappreciationweek

SOUP KITCHEN
We had a great team to help plant the vegetables for the Hickory Soup Kitchen. Love to
see the young and old come out to help with the garden.

VETERANS MEMORIAL GARDENS
We had a wonderful day adding in the new dirt and planting at the Veterans Farm. We
appreciate everyone coming out to help two weekends straight. Thanks to Walter Pinkston
for managing the garden.

Thank You for
your Support!

DESIGN FOUNDRY
Nearly two years ago a discussion began about how to create a community within a
community. This conversation led to the building of a community garden with our
partner Design Foundry. We work beside many individuals every day, and we often don’t
know much about them. This community garden project sets out to change that dynamic
by bringing fellow associates together around a common project. We want to thank our
partners at Design Foundry, Sigmon’s Mulch, Espey Hardware, Brandon Berry from Raising
Roots Farm, and the entire Design Foundry Team for working so hard to make this
concept a reality. Planting day will be May 6, 2021.

DESIGN FOUNDRY
FACEBOOK POST
Our garden beds have been filled! We
are digging how this has turned out so
far. Looking forward to planting day and
our garden party. Woot woot!
Thanks to all of our amazing associates
who chipped in so far. Great partners in
Hickory Greenway Harvest providing us
with the materials and leading the way!
Looking forward to how this will grow
our community.

GKN
We worked on the GKN beds in March. Planting
peppers, cabbage for their beds.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Facebook Story Highlights

MD Words, Alison WIllard, Dave and
Stephanie Easter with kids

MD Words and Alison Willard
with Gene Tesdahl
Makeshift greenhouses, patient
help and a little luck. Hickory
Greenway Harvest garden at the
SALT Block Foundation survived
2 nights of freeze mostly
unscathed. Huge gratitude to
Gene Tesdahl who was critical
when extra hands, patience and
levity were needed most.
Easter reminds that with
preparation and faith, hope and
life spring eternal. He
is risen. Alleluia!

Last Friday, Dave and I took the kids
to meet up with MD Words and his
boys and had a radish seed planting
party! We had so much fun, I forgot
to take photos...but look what has
sprouted! In less than a week,
with a little nuturing, water and
sunlight we have growth!
Cultivate love. Feed the need and
starve the hunger! These babies
made it through the late frost and
are growing strong. Healthy fresh
foods are good for the body and
mind. Soon these will feed those in
our community at the Hickory Soup
Kitchen! Spread your sunshine and
love today. Help yourself and
those around you.

MYSTERY PLANT
FACT #1:
It is the size of a lemon.
Color of veggie will be green.
See More at:
https://www.hickorygreenwayharvest.
org/guess-the-plant-at-salt-block-garde

HGH BOARD SPOTLIGHT
Starting this year we will be spotlighting
our Board.
Michael Willard, a Volunteer and Board
Member of the Hickory Greenway
Harvest Non-Profit Organization. He is
Director of PR and Garden Manager.
Michael has worked with HGH for the
last 4 years and has been a big part of
our Media, Fundraising, Volunteering,
Farming and helped build our Garden
Beds throughout the years.

GKN
HEAR the HEART of EARTH! Let’s Hear
what Mother Earth is telling us about her
Heart and let’s do what it takes to keep
her healthy!
Reduce. Reuse. Recycle.

He has been Master of Ceremonies for
several of our Events, and during that
time spoke with compassion on the
importance of helping the community
with hunger through gardening and
education. He is very compassionate
in helping with our cause and during
COVID took on the extra work to
manage our SALT Block Garden.
Michael and his family would maintain
and harvest the vegetables during the
growing season. In addition, helped with
harvesting 500 pounds of potatoes at
the Farm. His dedication and hard work
helped feed many people at the Hickory
Soup Kitchen.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
Thanks to Bonnie and Penny Matthews at
Conover Hardware Store for giving us $150
each gift Certificates.

Over the years with the help of Michael
and other volunteers we have donated
15,000 pounds of fresh produce to the
Hickory Soup Kitchen and Community.

LOCAL NEWS
Hickory Greenway Harvest Marks Five
Years of Garden Growing. Non-profit
organization plants 2021 crop of
vegetables to fill needs in Catawba
County.
Hickory, N.C. - Five years after planting the
first seeds in a community garden project,
Hickory Greenway Harvest’s impact
continues to grow in the Hickory Metro.
Volunteers and organizers gathered
recently to celebrate the start of the 2021
growing season, and start a new crop of
raised bed gardens that provide fresh
produce to food service organizations
throughout Catawba County.
“Our success over the past five years is a
testament to the partners who support our
mission and the volunteers who offer their
time and talents to help others in this
community,” said Marcus Miller, Hickory
Greenway Harvest founder and chairman.
“From our first Planting Day at the SALT
Block through the pandemic, we have
expanded our footprint in Catawba County,
fostered awareness about the vital role
agriculture plays in our society and
delivered fresh vegetables to members of
our community who often need it most.”
Since it was founded in 2016 by likeminded co-workers and volunteers, Hickory
Greenway Harvest (HGH) has donated
more than 15,000 pounds of fresh produce
to Hickory Soup Kitchen, The Corner Table,
Catawba County Department of Social
Services, military veterans in the
community and other food service
organizations.
With each pound of fresh produce
comprising six servings of vegetables -

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5bPlQCtqZI

cabbage, eggplant, squash, peppers, corn,
potatoes and more – HGH has supported
more than 30,000 meals. Including raised
beds on public display at the SALT Block,
HGH has helped establish 50 garden beds
at Hickory Soup Kitchen, Safe Harbor
Rescue Mission, Catawba County DSS,
GKN, and at the HGH Veterans Memorial
Garden in the Snow Creek Community. The
organization also operates a garden on
private land in eastern Catawba County.
“These gardens are a catalyst for
collaboration and for conversation in our
community, not just about food depravity,
but also about the many positive physical
and psychological benefits that come from
gardening,” Miller said. “We’re especially
excited about the efforts of our
educational task force which has been a
regular part of Conover Farmer’s Market,
providing recipes, hands-on learning and
children’s literature – all focused on
teaching young people sustainable
practices that will serve them throughout
life.”
This year HGH is partnering with
author and HGH board member Michele
Long to launch a series of educational
children’s workbooks on various gardening
topics. “The Junior Gardening Explorers”
book series begins with “Exploring Rock
Gardens,” which was celebrated with a
virtual book launch on April 2.
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Hickory Greenway Harvest is about more than supplying vegetables to Hickory Soup Kitchen

tion ﬂowed between volunteers
tending to the plants, growing a
sense of community. Around the
beds, people learned about sus-

group of raised-bed gardens
near the SALT Block Foundation
offices. Miller, his wife and cofounder Renee Abernethy-Miller

center, making it easier to bring ing people. He focused on helpthe community together over the ing volunteers grow themselves
gardens — a goal of the nonproﬁt, as they grew food, learn about
Miller said.

have to manage COVID-19 more,
like essential workers or those
supervising remote learning.

HGH EDUCATIONAL
OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY
On June 26th, HGH will host an educational outreach demonstration at the Conover
Farmers Market from 8 a.m.-noon. We will make mini-Zen gardens, a project from
one of our new educational workbooks, Exploring Rock Gardens. Volunteers that
would like to participate need to arrive by 7:30 to help set up. Although not
required, if you have an HGH T-shirt, please wear it to represent. The market is
located in the parking lot of the Conover Post Office in downtown Conover.

HGH T-SHIRTS FOR SALE

$15.00

(S, M, L, XL,
XXL, XXXL)
Reach out to
Marcus Miller at
704.201.2060

YOUTH HERB GARDEN
Hickory Greenway Harvest applied for a grant with KidsGardening.org to help pay for
the new planned HGH Youth Herb Garden program. In March we received the welcome
news that we had won one of the $500 KidsGardening GroMore Grassroots grants.
KidsGardening.org seeks to “create opportunities for kids to learn and grow through
gardening, engaging their natural curiosity and wonder.” We are excited to partner with
them in this new venture.

HGH Volunteer Work Day
On Saturday June 5th from 10 a.m.-noon, we will build the new youth herb garden beds.
Anyone interested in helping is invited to come out and help. For directions, you can text
or call Joe Long at (828) 302-0310.
Garden location:
Carriage Street Farm
864 Carriage St
Newton, NC 28658
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STARVE THE HUNGER, FEED THE NEED • ALWAYS DO THE RIGHT THING

EVERYONE IS HUNGRY FOR SOMETHING • WHAT CAN A GARDEN GROW

GARDENING...WE DIG IT • EVERYONE CAN DO SOMETHING

PHOTO FROM THE PAST

Marcus Miller on the International Tractor
and Fred D Abernethy planting potatoes.

BE THE SEED THAT BECOMES THE HARVEST • GROW TOGETHER

To help us celebrate our 5th
Anniversary please volunteer or
donate to Hickory Greenway
Harvest. Call Marcus Miller,
Founder of HGH at 704.201.2060.

https://www.hickorygreenwayharvest.org

https://www.facebook.com/hickorygreenwayharvest

